CHAPTER XXIII
THE GRAND DUCHY OF WARSAW
"WHEN Liberty goes out of a place," cried Walt Whit-
man, " it is not the first to go, nor the second or third to
go. It waits for all the rest to go, it is the last."
Poland had been blotted out from die map of Europe,
but there remained 11,000,000 Poles, ashamed and
grieved at their loss of a national existence. They
looked around for help, and no help was in sight,
unless it should come from France. Thousands of
Poles had volunteered to serve in the army of the
struggling Republic, but the French law of the time
did not permit their enrolment. They were able,
however, to give their services to Lombardy against
Austria, and fought hard and bravely against at least
one of the despoilers of Poland.
When Napoleon was proclaimed First Consul, an
alteration in the kw of France permitted the enlistment
of foreign soldiers, and the Polish Legion of die French
Army became an accomplished fact. Poland was made
a French recruiting-ground, and in spite of its heavy
losses, the Polish Legion was maintained at full strength.
At the time of the peace of Lun6ville, made between
Austria and France in 1801, there remained 15,000
members of the Legion, and these were dispatched by
Napoleon to St. Domingo in the West Indies to suppress
the revolt headed there by that extraordinary negro
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